
  the Edington 
Music FestivalTHE EDINGTON FESTIVAL was founded by the 

Vicar of Edington some 70 years ago and relies upon 
the goodwill and generosity of its participants, the  

parishioners of the benefice, and its visitors to continue.  
The Friends of the Priory Church of Edington exists to support 
the Vicar and PCC in maintaining the Priory Church for future  
generations. Further information can be obtained from  
Mrs Susie Hancock, Dunge Farm, West Ashton, Wiltshire, 
BA14 6AX (01225 754626). The Festival Association ensures 
the long-term future of the festival—further information can 
be obtained from Mrs Sue Lowery, 10 High Street, Steeple 
Ashton, Wiltshire BA14 6EL (01380 871549). Please help  
support the parish and festival through these bodies. 

The Musical Evening and Supper will take place on  
Wednesday 26 August 2025, 6.30pm for 7pm, in the field to 
the west of the church by kind permission of Edington Parish 
Council. A light-hearted and convivial evening, it helps fund 
parish facilities that are much relied on by both village and  
festival. Tickets at £35.00 are available from 1 June via  
Hugh Hancock musicalsupper@edingtonfestival.org or  
Dunge Farm (details as above). Payment is by cheque, made out 
to Edington Music Festival Society, or ask for BACS details. The 
Committee will try to ensure guests can sit with friends if  
notified when booking. Please mention any dietary  
requirements and if you need a disabled car parking space. 

Car parking is provided on the verge opposite Monastery 
Gardens, and will be signposted. Parking permits for disabled 
visitors are availa ble by sending your name, car registration, 
make and colour, and details of the services you are attending 
via e-mail to parking@edingtonpriory.church or by sending 
these details and a stamped addressed envelope to Dunge Farm 
(as above). If facilities (wheelchair access, specific seating etc.) are 
required in church, please include this information in your  
application. Further information and late bookings can also be 
dealt with on 07970 962823. Details of accommodation available 
in the area can be found on the festival website: 

WWW.EDINGTONFESTIVAL.ORG 

 
 

EDINGTON is a small village on the edge of Salisbury 
Plain in Wiltshire. Forty minutes’ drive from Bath and 
Salisbury, it lies four miles east of Westbury on the 

B3098. For one week in August since 1956, Edington has hosted 
a festival of music within the liturgy in its magnificent  
fourteenth-century Priory Church. Singers from many of the 
great cathedral and collegiate choirs sing the daily services. 
There are no tickets for the services and seats cannot be reserved. 

The Offices of Matins and Compline are sung to plainsong 
by the Schola Cantorum (directed by Peter Stevens, Assistant 
Master of Music, Westminster Cathedral). The principal services 
are led by a Nave Choir (conducted by Alexander Pott,  
acting Director of Music, Oriel College, Oxford) and a  
Consort (Jeremy Summerly, Director of Music, St Luke’s 
Church, Chelsea). The Festival Director is Alexander Hamilton, 
Director of Music, His Majesty’s Chapel Royal, Hampton 
Court Palace.  
            This year’s festival, The Tree of Life, allows us to consider 
the many ways in which the tree is represented in the Bible and 
the context in which it appears from Garden of Eden via the 
earth from which it grows, its flowers, fruit and the wood that 
formed the cross, to the promise of everlasting life that it  
signals. Full details can be found in the indispensable  
companion booklet, priced at £5 and available from  
Monday 3 August. If you would like a copy posted, please send 
a cheque for £7 (to cover p&p), made payable to the  
Edington Music Festival Society, to the Information Secretary, 
The Old Vicarage,   Edington, Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4QF 
(01380 830512) or ask for BACS details via e-mail:  
info@edingtonfestival.org. 

A FESTIVAL OF MUSIC WITHIN THE LITURGY

The Tree of Life
23–30 AUGUST 2026

WWW.EDINGTONFESTIVAL.ORG



Sunday 23 August  

9.15pm Compline 
Before the ending of the day  LUCY WALKER 
In pace, in idipsum  JOHN SHEPPARD 
Nunc dimittis in B flat  CHARLES WOOD 
Salve regina  JOSEF RHEINBERGER 

Monday 24 August ST BARTHOLOMEW 
Eden 

9.00am Matins
11.30am Solemn Eucharist 

Missa brevis ‘Sancti Joannis de Deo’  
FRANZ JOSEPH HAYDN 

God’s grandeur  KENNETH LEIGHTON 
Ave verum corpus  WILLIAM BYRD 

7.30pm Music before the service  Richard Pinel 
8.00pm Solemn Evensong 

Litany of the Saints  PLAINSONG 
Preces & Responses  PLAINSONG 
Edington Service  GRAYSTON IVES 
Antiphon  RALPH VAUGHAN WILLIAMS 

9.15pm Compline 

Tuesday 25 August Earth 
9.00am Matins 

11.30am Solemn Eucharist 
Missa Simile est regnum caelorum   

TOMÁS LUIS DE VICTORIA 
Vox clamantis  CLEMENS NON PAPA 
O sacrum convivium  THOMAS TALLIS 

7.30pm Music before the service  Harrison Cole 
8.00pm Evensong 

Terra tremuit  WILLIAM BYRD 
Preces & Responses  ALEX HAYTHORNE 
Evening Service in G minor  HENRY PURCELL 
Canite tuba  GIOVANNI PIERLUIGI DA PALESTRINA 

9.15pm Compline 

Wednesday 26 August Flower

9.00am Matins 

11.30am Solemn Eucharist 
Mass XII  PLAINSONG 
A spotless rose  HERBERT HOWELLS 
Benedicite in G  FRANCIS JACKSON 
There is a flower  JOHN RUTTER 
A tender shoot  OTTO GOLDSCHMIDT 

4.00pm Choral Evensong 
recorded live for BBC Radio 3 doors close at 3.55pm 
Ego flos campi  CLEMENS NON PAPA 
Preces & Responses  ALEX HAYTHORNE 
Magnificat & Nunc dimittis in G minor   

HENRY PURCELL 
My beloved spake  HENRY PURCELL 

9.45pm Compline 

Thursday 27 August           MONICA OF HIPPO 
Fruit 

9.00am Mati ns 

11.30am Solemn Eucharist 
Missa Vinum bonum  ORLANDE DE LASSUS 
Thou visitest the earth  MAURICE GREENE 
Cana’s Guest  RICHARD ALLAIN 
Ego sum vitis vera  PLAINSONG 

7.30pm Music before the service  Alexander Hamilton 
8.00pm Sequence of Music and Readings 

Ich bin ein rechter Weinstock  HEINRICH SCHÜTZ 
Vinea mea electa   

GIOVANNI PIERLUIGI DA PALESTRINA 
Vinea mea electa  FRANCIS POULENC 
Eram quasi agnus innocens  EDMUND RUBBRA 
Panis angelicus  JOÃO LOURENÇO REBELO 

9.30pm Compline 

Friday 28 August AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO 
Wood 

9.00am Eucharist (said)  
11.30am Choral Matins & Sermon 

Crux fidelis  JOÃO IV OF PORTUGAL 
Preces & Responses  BEN PARRY 
Benedicite in A  SIR WILLIAM HARRIS 
Benedictus in C  SIR CHARLES VILLIERS STANFORD 
The Reproaches  JOHN SANDERS 

7.30pm Music before the service Peter Stevens 
8.00pm Solemn Requiem 

Requiem  WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART 

9.30pm Compline 

Saturday 29 August Garden 
 

9.00am Eucharist  Mass I 

11.30am Choral Matins & Sermon 
Die mit Tränen säen  HEINRICH SCHÜTZ 
Preces and Responses  SASHA JOHNSON MANNING 
Festival Te Deum  BENJAMIN BRITTEN 
Jubilate in C  BENJAMIN BRITTEN 
Dum transisset sabbatum  JOHN TAVERNER 

7.30pm Music before the service Dónal McCann 
8.00pm Solemn Evensong 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence   
SIR EDWARD BAIRSTOW 

Preces & Responses  BERNARD ROSE 
Evening Service in B minor   

THOMAS TERTIUS NOBLE 
One foot in Eden still, I stand  NICHOLAS MAW 

9.15pm Compline 

Sunday 30 August The Tree of Life 
 

9.00am Matins 

11.30am Solemn Eucharist 
Missa Ego flos campi  JUAN GUTIÉRREZ DE PADILLA 
Blessed be the God and Father   

SAMUEL SEBASTIAN WESLEY 
Jesus Christ the apple tree  ELIZABETH POSTON 
Ave Maria  ROBERT PARSONS 

——EDINGTON MUSIC  FESTIVAL 2026——


